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Burundi 


Adviser to Kayanza Provincial Governor Killed 


EA2912210095 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 29 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] An adviser to the governor 
of Kayanza Province, Mr. Athanase Ndayisawa, was 
assassinated last night. He was chased by gunmen on his 
way from Muruta Commune. The gunmen also threw a 
grenade on his car, injuring his driver who then was 
rescued by soldiers on patrol. 


Chad 


President Deby Gives New Year’s Address 


ABO101125396 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 31 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Fellow Chadians, dear coun- 
trymen, in a few hours, we will begin a new year. On 
this occasion, | would like to sincerely wish every fam- 
ily happiness and prosperity for our dear country. I wish 
1996 to be a year of success in all that we undertook in 
the year that is coming to an end. Dear countrymen, 12 
months ago, on this very occasion, we anticipated that 
1995 would be the year when state insututions would be 
definitively set up. Poliucal constraints of all kinds and 
the permanent search for consensus by the government 
did not make this hope possible. 


Since 3 December, the democratic process has been 
given a new impetus with the beginning of the voters 
registration. Certainly, this operation did not attract a 
large number of people as expected, but the process will 
continue to the end. No maneuvering will be tolerated to 
disrupt the government's efforts and the sacrifices made 
by the international community for the elections to take 
place in Chad. 1996 will be surely that of elections in 
Chad. It will see the adoption of the constitution and 
the organization of presidential and legislative elections 
according to the electoral time table drawn up for 
this purpose. We will do everything to abide by this 
time table because we are determined to end this long 
transition in order to ensure the political stability that is 
necessary for the economic and social progress of the 
country. 


We are also searching for stability from the talks that 
we are planning to hold with our armed brothers in 
exile thanks to the precious help of Gabon. We hope 
and we are working toward the success of these talks. It 
is in this spirit that the government has gotten down to 
prepare them with seriousness and rigor. Our concern to 
succeed commands us to receive as much contributions 
as possible from the various political parties in Chad. 
To all our countrymen who -have resorted to armed 
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Struggle we say gone are the days when the only 
way of achieving power was through the barrel! of the 
gun. Their attitude is making the democratic process 
more fragile instead of making it more dynamic or 
stronger. In any case, they will not impede the country’s 
political advancement. Consequently, the preparations 
for the inter-Chadian meeung in Franceville should not 
compromise 01 delay the electoral process. 


As tor the democratic opposition, it should be reassured 
that our move has no other objective than to promote 
the return of all the Chadians in exile, to create all 
the psychological conditions for the organization of the 
future elections. The ulumate objective is the definitive 
restoration of peace. Consequently, the quarrels thal are 
going on over the Franceville meeting have no reason 
for their existence. They will rather be detrimental to 
the understanding we are striving for. All the poliucians 
must understand that the time has come to consttute 
a united front for peace. It 1s the occasion for us to 
appeal to the national and international opinion to help 
us in harmonizing our viewpoints like President Omar 
Bongo’s commendable action, to whom I would like to 
pay a glowing tribute. 


Chadians, may 1996 be a year of hope for Chad 
Hope not only for a political breakthrough but also for 
economic prosperity, On | September 1995, we signed 
an enhanced structural adjustment program with the 
IMF. Very soon, we will conclude another agreement 
with the World Bank. This program, which lays down a 
coherent macroeconomic framework and which clearly 
indicates the steps to be taken at the financial, monetary, 
and economic levels, was made possible thanks to 
our country’s economic performance. On a long-term 
basis, it must enable us to set aside the resources for 
financing our own investments and at the same ume 
achieve an annual growth of § percent of our gross 
domestic product. The objective of the program is that 
in 1998, Chad should be able to balance its budget 
with its own resources. We have personally put a lot 
into the implementation of this program an oday. the 
results speak for themselves. This ts the first ame in the 
history of our country that the state has recovered all! the 
projected internal receipts, that is 42 billion CPA francs. 
This target can be exceeded because the real figures are 
not yet available. [passage omitted] 


Our economy will soon undergo a deep change owing to 
the contribution of the mining sector. The intern ational 
mining promotion days organized in Chad a month ago 
enabled us to highlight our mineral resources. We have 
planned to hold in the nearest future a donors roundtable 
conference aimed at finding the necessary funds for the 
exploitation of these resources. Of course this hope for 
a better future will only be possible if every citizen is 
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aware of the importance of his contribution to national 
progress because the needs of a population can only be 
satisfied with the fruits of their own labor. The current 
posiuon of our economy and finances does not permit 
any slackening of efforts. We therefore ask Chadian 
workers to be more moderate and reaffirm our sincere 
desire to find a lasting solution to their salary problems. 
Added to this demand for a better future, there must 
be a really stable and well-defined political life in the 
country. 


It would be proper to point out at this juncture that var- 
ious socioprofessional groups conunue to create some 
confusion in the country. Associations of the civil soci- 
ety have added their number to the 60 poliucal parties 
by adopung posiuons which make the political game 
more complex. These associations must strictly stick to 


the objectives for which they were created instead of 


serving as cover-ups for their leaders’ political fight or 
as relays for some political partes. 


Dear country, despite the legitimate differences in a 
multiparty system like ours, we imust be proud of the 
quality of our democracy. It has passed through a lot 
of obstacles and survived all destabilization attempts. It 
has resisted the venom of hatred and division. We must 
continue to cultivate it, adapt it to our external demands, 
and consolidate it to make it perenmal. This will 
certainly need a lot of time and patience, perhaps other 
Sacrifices, but we must not lose hope at any moment, 
much less jeopardizing this hard-gained capital. Political 
regimes may come and go, but our democracy must 
stay. This will be possible only if the basis for the 
democracy we are laying today 1s sane, solid, and able 
to brave the bad weather. In five years of rule, we have 
personally experienced all kinds of constraint relating to 
Our nascent democratic state. At no time — even during 
the most critical period of our national life — have we 
tried to deviate from our objective. [passage omitted] 


Koibla Returns From Pre-Conference Gabon Visit 


ABO0201101696 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 1 Jan 96 


{[FBiS Translated Excerpt] Prime Minister Dyjimasta 
Koibla has just returned to Ndjamena at the end of 
a mission to Libreville where he discussed current 
preparations by the Gabonese Government to host the 
Franceville reconciliation conference. On his return, 
Premier Koibla had this to say to Radio Chad: 


[Begin Koibla recording} I paid a 24-hour visit to Li- 
breville to meet the Gabonese Government, which 1s 
charged with preparing the Franceville conference. The 
visit enabled me to assess the progress made in prepa- 
rations for the Franceville roundtable meeting between 
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the Chadian Government and the armed opposition. The 
Gabonese Government is ready to receive delegations 
from both sides — the armed political groups who w)!! 
leave Cotonou for Franceville and the Ndjamena dele- 
gations. [passage omitted] 


We think the government will not be alone in facing 
the armed political groups, we will associate everyone 
Political parties, associations of the civil society, and 
human rights associations will all be part of the process 
This is why we are appealing for the support and active 
participation of the entire political class in this meeting 
to enable us agree and arrive al a definitive peace so that 
we can devote ourselves to the effective development 0. 
Chad. [end recording] 


Alliance Rejects Representation at Gabon Meeting 


ABO0201102096 Ndjamena Radiodiffuston Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 1 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The Collecuve of Political Par 
ties for Change [COPAC}] has totally rejected the pos 

ernment’s principle that only 10 parties would repre: 
sent the 5&8 approved political parties in Chad at the 
Franceville roundtable conference. This was announced 
today at the end of a two-day extraordinary meet- 
ing to examine the issue of party representauion al 
the Franceville conference. The alliance comprises the 
Action for Unity and Socialism, the National Dem 

cratic and Social Convention, the Convention of Cha 
dian Social Democrats, (7OPAJS) [expansion unkown 

the Rally of the Chadian People, the Democratic Union 
for the Progress of Chad, and the National Union tor 
Development and Renewal. 


In a communique to our editorial section today, the 
alliance stated, however, that it was satisfied that the 
government has finally decided that poliucal parties 
are distinct entities and can have separate existence 
alongside with the executive government, the armed 
political groups, and the civil society. The COPAC, the 
communique further stated, makes a pressing appeai | 
Gabonese President Omar Bongo to persevere in his 
mediation efforts and to bring his Chadian counterpart 
to adopt consensual and just standpoints. 


MDD Armed Elements Join National Army on 0) 
Dec 


AB3112191495 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 30 Dec 9S 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The Douguia Accord has be 
come effective with the integration of the Movement tor 
Development and Democracy [MDD] armed elements 
into the Chadian National Army yesterday. The inte. 
gration ceremony, which took place at Bol, Lac Prete: 
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ture, was chaired by Public Security Minister Noudjal- 
baye Ngaryana, acting for Armed Forces Minister Ali 
Absakine. Also present were Communications Minis- 
ter Yussuf Mbodou Mbani, Territorial Administration 
Minister Mahamat Nouri, and MDD Chairman Oumar 
Kadjala. In his welcome address, the prefect of the re- 
gion, expressed happiness over the signing of the accord 
which will restore peace in his region. For his part, the 
MDD chairman made a solemn appeal to his former 
comrades in arms who are still in the rebellion. Mr. 
Kadjala urged them to adhere to the Douguia Accord: 


(Begin Kadjala recording] By carrying out this highly 
patriotic act, we have buried the hatchet to favor the 
politcal debate under way in our country since | 
December 1990. Everyone does know the importance 
of peace, because fo. five years the region has been 
plunged in an insecurity climate, thus hindering its 
socioeconomic development. On the eve of the new 
year, we express the hope that (?our desire to join) 
the big Chadian family will lay down the bases jor a 
definiuve peace and it is in this spirit that | make an 
urgent appeal to the group known as [word tndistinct] 
Front, the former Army staff commanders and to 


(‘Souleymane Lehamat), a former deputy Army chief of 


staff to unconditionally adhere to the Dougui Accord. 
Citizens of the Lac Prefecture, on the eve of the new 
year, the best gift we can offer you is peace so that your 
region can also enjoy tranquility which is indispensable 
for the implementation of all the projects under way in 
the Lac Prefecture. [end recording] 


Replying, Public Security Minister Ngaryana said that 
the ceremony testified to government's desire to con- 
stantly seek peace. Let us listen to him: 


(Begin Ngaryana recording) The Dougui peace and 
reconciliauion accord was signed by the government and 
MDD exactly 37 days ago. The ceremony that brought 
us together today has testified to the government's desire 
to constantly seek peace with the armed political groups 
as recommended by the sovereign national conference 
and to the commitment of our MDD brothers to respond 
favorably to the hand extended by the government as 
part of the democratic process initiated in our country. 
By officially handing over to us the movement's military 
elements, you have carried out a patriotic act showing 
the readiness of all the MDD brothers to heed the 
appeal for reconciliauon made by the government. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 
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Rwanda 
France Said Viewed as Accomplice in Genocide 
LDO201203496 Paris TF-1 Televiston Network 
in French 1900 GMI 2 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) In Zaire the tension ts rising 
between the locals and the numerous Rwandan refugees 
accused of creaung an atmosphere of insecurity. 


Precarious calm still prevails in Rwanda one year after 
the genocide. The new authorities, with a Tutsi majority, 
are holding to power through terror [as heard]. Michel 
Floquet and Jean-Francois Bonnet report: 


[Floquet] How can one govern a country after this? 
[video shows skulls in mausoleum] What can one do 
with civilians when most of them have been involved” 
This is the impossible nddle facing the new Rwandan 
government. [passage omitted} 


Kigali has changed. Six in 10 inhabitants have recently 
arrived trom Uganda where their parents sought refuge 
after the first massacres in 1959. These Tutsis speak 
English and have made the town their own. France 1s 
banned; it is seen as an accomplice in the genocide and 
accused of nostalgia for the former torturers: 


[Begin recording) [President Bizimungu] For instance. 
when the [UN] Security Counci] considered taking 
resolutions on the arrest of those who masterminded 
the genocide, France expressed its opposition 


[Floquet] Would you say that France sull supports the 
former regime? 


[Bizimungu] | think it has good relauions with the former 
leaders. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Hashish Farm Said Linked to Mitterrand’s Son 


EA02012/3396 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A hashish farm covering more 
than 25 hectares has been discovered in the heart of the 
Nyungwe forest in the southwest part of our country. 
Our correspondents visited the area which took eight 
hours to reach on foot. They were guided by soldiers last 
Friday [29 December] who were patrolling the forest 


Since the eighties, the existence of the farm, which 
belonged to the family of former President Juvenal 
Habyarimana, had been widely talked about. The son 
of former Rwandan President Habyarimana and the son 
of the former French President Mitterrand were accused 
of organizing the sale of hashish abroad by sending 
the drug in cartons bearing Rwandan tea labels. At the 
uume, our country was in fact on a blacklist of countnes 
serving as a drug center. The farm, deep in the forest, 
was well maintained. Correspondents nouced potatoes, 
cabhages and peas growing around the farm. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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Eritrea 
Commission To Determine Hanish Ownership 


EA0201192396 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 2 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The ‘ritrean Government on 
| January 1996 set up, by decree, a Commission that 
will follow up and address the issue of ownership of 
the Hanish and Zuqgar archipelago which has brought 
about misunderstanding and conflict between Eritrea 
and Yernen. It will also determine the maritime borders 
of Eritrea with Yemen and other neighboring countries. 


The terms of reference of the commission will be: 


1. To carry out the necessary study and research into 
the history and ownership of the Eritrean Zugar and 
Hanish archipelago and all available information about 
the maritime borders of Eritrea. 


2. To propose to the Eritrean Government what stand it 
should take over the Eritrean archipelago and proposals 
regarding the maritime borders of Eritrea. 


3. To represent Eritrea in any dialogue, taixs or any tn- 
bunal Jetermining the issue of the Eritrean archipelago 
of Zugar and Hanish. To represent and defend Eritrea 
On issues Concerning its mariume borders. 


The decree gives authority to the commission in this 
regard. 


The commission comprises one committee, one office 
and the necessary support staff. While the committee is 
the supreme organ to execute the powers and duties of 
the commission, the office will enhance its day-to-day 
activities. [passage omitted] 


Russian Envoy Departs After Mediation Bid 


£A0201193796 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 2 Jan 96 


iFBIS Translated Text] The Russian Government spe- 
cial envoy, His Excellency Viadimir (S. Shishov), re- 
turned to his country on 2 January at the end of his 
working tour of Eritrea to discuss the misunderstanding 
hetween Yemen and Eritrea. 


In a statement to local journalists at Asmara Interna- 
tional Airport, Vladimir noted that President Isaias Afw- 
erk: had affirmed his readiness to peacefully and calmly 
resolve the evident misunderstanding. He went on to say 
it was the wish of the Russian Government to peacefully 
resolve the issue. He also noted that the international 
community should contribute to resolving the misun- 
derstanding as the Red Sea zone was the concern of all. 


Viadimir pointed out that the leaders of the two coun- 
tries were willing to peacefully resolve the misunder- 
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standing between them through dialogue. He expressed 
the belief that if the issue could not be resolved peace- 
fully and it was impossible to bring Eritrea and Yemei 
Closer, then the issue could be resolved through inter- 
national arbitration. 


Last Saturday, Vladimir held talks with President Isaias 
Afwerki and Foreign Minister Petros Solomon. 


Kenya 
Moi Pledges Upgraded Efficiency of Security 


EAO0101181096 Nairobt Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0400 GMT 1 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Daniel arap Moi 
in his new year message pledged to upgrade the 
efficiency and effectuveness of security personnel and 
their equipment. President Moi said that the government 
will step up and continue to devote its efforts to the 
provision of adequate protection to all. President Moi 
Said it was gratifying to note that the police with the 
support trom the public have done a commendable job 
in combaucg crime. 


President Moi urged the police force not to be com- 
placent but rather intensify their vigilance and prompt- 
ness in responding to incidents of crime. The head of 
State urged Kenyans to resist the temptations of embrac- 
ing foreign ideologies and lifestyles that would under- 
mine the stability of the nation. He, at the same ume, 
cautioned against embracing negative attitudes that will 
threaten the moral fiber of the society 


President Moi was addressing the nation from State 
House, Nakuru when he led Kenyans in ushernng the 
new year. President Moi called upon Kenyans to uphold 
high moral values, and avoid those aspects of alien 
cultures that are injurious to the people and the economy 
at large. He underscored the need to resist influences 
and lifestyles that tend to undermine the stability and 
tranquility of the nation. President Moi said that Kenya 
must rid itself of immoral activities and lawlessness, 
adding that destructive practices such as tribalism and 
drug abuse must be rooted out 


President Moi called on all Kenyans, irrespective of 
their political affiliation, religious standing, and other 
professions to realize that they have a responsibility 
in weighing their utterances. President Moi said that 
1996 for all Kenyans should be a year where everyone 
acts responsibly lest they harm the national interest. 
The head of state said national interest must always 
be given precedence over individual interests and other 
considerations. 


With regard to the Rwandan problem, President Moi 
reiterated his position that a just and durable position 
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can only be achieved through dialogue between all 
parties in conflict. President Moi emphasized that it was 
only fair that the problem be solved objectively and 
exhaustively instead of apportioning blame, adding that 
it was important to determine the circumstances that 
sparked off the genocide in Rwanda. 


President Moi stressed luis government's commitment 
to good neighborliness based on mutual respect and 
understanding. In this connection, the president said 
Kenya was committed to the realization of the East 
African cooperation. President Moi wished the other 
East African states, Uganda and Tanzania, as well as 
other neighboring countries peace and prosperity in the 
new year. 


President Moi assured Kenyans that in the new year 
the government will intensify her efforts toward the 
provision of efficient and effective utilization of public 
resources. The presideit said that laxity and misuse of 
resources will not be tolerated by all those who hold 
public office. 


Ambassadorial Levei Ties Set Up With Vietnam 
£A0201214396 Nairobi KNA in English 
1800 GMT 2 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Nairobi, 2 Jan (KNA) — 
Kenya has established diplomauc relations with the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam at ambassadorial level 
effective from December 21, 1995. 


The ties were established in New York following an 
agreement between Kenya's permanent representative to 
the United Nations headquarters, Mr. Francis Muthaura, 
and his Vietnam counterpart Ngo Quang Xuan [name as 
received]. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 
Osman Atto on Visits to Saudi Arabia, Italy 


ABO101121296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1708S GMT 31 Dec 95 


(Interview with former Aidid financier Osman Atto, in 
Nairom, by correspondent Tom Porteous; date not given 
— from the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the biggest potential 
threats to the position of the Somali faction leader 
General Aidid durnng the past year was the calling by 
his former financier Osman Atto of a conference of 
all Aidid opponents. The idea was floated a couple ol 
months ago and although it never got off the ground, 
it was seen as yet another sign of how badly the two 
former allies had fallen out over the issue of Somali 
national reconciliation. Although Osman Atto may be 
having some problems getting his own friends around 
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the table, it hasn't stopped him trying to get one up on 
Aidid. Both are lobbying to get international recognition 
and Osman Atto has just arrived in Nairobi after a visit 
to Italy and the Saudi Arabia. On the line, Tom Porteous 
asked Osman Atto what he'd been up to: 


{Begin recording} {[Atto] Well, the purpose of my 
visit was to brief the Saudi and Italian officials on 
the latest developments in Somalia and to urge those 
governments not to abandon Somalia in its hour of need, 
specifically about the new initiative which promotes 
peace and unity among the Somali people and the 
formation of government, and also on corvening a 
national reconciliation conference. The conference that 
was supposed to be held at the end of November has 
been delayed due to the need of more preparation. 


[Porteous] Well, when you say that it has been delayed 
due to need for more preparation, what you really mean 
is that it’s due to detenoration in relations between your 
facuon and that of Gen. Aidid, isn’t that correct? 


[Atto} It is not due to the worsening of relat as of 
one group or the other. Preparing the conference itself 
requires time and that is the time it 1s going to take, we 
are looking forward that this next conference will be 
held within next [words indistinct) and some ground 
work for that has been undertaken in Kismayo, in 
Mogadishu, in Nairobi, and elsewhere. 


{Porteous} But meanwhile, Mr. Alto, 1t seems that ume 
is running out because tension seems to be on the rise in 
Somalia, particularly in those areas that you are talking 
about in Kismayo and in Mogadishu. 


{Atto] There are certain isolated incidents but I can 
assure you on Kismayo, a delegation trom the SNA 
{Somali National Alliance] is now in Kismayo and both 
sides are in full agreement to bring together all the clans 
of that region. 


{Porteous} But what about Gen. Aidid’s allies in the 
Lower Juba Region? Are they included in this deal? 


[Atto} lam sure Gen. Aidid did not have allies in Lower 
Juba. He does [pause] from time to time, he sends some 
of these groups to create problems. 


{Porteous} Can I ask you, while in Saudi Arabia, did 
you get any financial support from the Saudi Arabian 
Government? 


[Atto] We where not looking for financial support from 
any government. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


6 EAST AFRICA 


Nine Die in Clan Fighting West of Mogadishu 
AB3012195495 Paris AFP in English 
1858 GMT 30 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Dec 30 (AFP) 
— At least nine people died and seven others were 
wounded when fighting erupted between supporters of 
Somali warlords General Mohamed :‘arah Aidid and Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed at Donka village west of Mogadishu, 
the Somali press reported Saturday [30 December]. 


The newspapers said fighting flared following sporadic 
shooting between Murursade clan miliuamen who sup- 
port the self-styled Somali interim president Ali Mahdi 
and those of the Abgal clan, which support General A1- 
did. 


Ali Mahdi’s spokesman, Abdulkadir Mohamed Ababul, 
later claimed his side’s militiamen had defeated those 
of Aidid and had captured two heavy machine guns and 
weaponry from Aidid’s supporters, but this could not be 
independently confirmed. 


But Aidid’s top militia commanders declined to com- 
ment on the fighting. 


The renewed fighting temporarily blocked — the 
Mogadishu-Baidoa road, leaving only lorries con- 
sidered to be junk or lorries collecting refuse to operate 
on the road. 


The papers did not say when the fighting took place, 
nor the reasons for it, although sources attributed it 
to political misunderstanding between Aidid and Ali 
Mahdi, who have been battling for control of the Somali 
capital since the overthrow of dictator Mohamed Farah 
Aidid. 


Meanwhile an Islamic Sharia court chopped off the 
right hands and left legs of four young men convicted 
of robbery in central Somalia, sources here said on 
Saturday. 


The amputations were carried out in public at the 
central Somali town of Beletweyn on the men who were 
convicted and sentenced by the court for attacking and 
looting a bus travelling to the central Somali region of 
Mudug. 


Ahmed Haji Saad, a spokesman of the United Somali 
Congress/Somali Patriotic Movement (USC/SPM) fac- 
tion, allied to Ali Mahdi’s Somali Salvation Alliance 
(SSA), confirmed the court's decision and said it was 
done according to Sharia law. 


But Haji Saad neither said when the young men were 
convicted nor when the sentences were carried out. 
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Tanzania 


President Pledges Fair Treatment for Opposition 


EA291218179S Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1300 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} President Benjamin Mkapa has 
said he will deal fairly with followers of other political 
parties despite the fact that he was elected president on 
a Revolutionary Party [CCM] ticket. He said he is the 
president of all Tanzanians, and he will not discriminate 
against political parties. 


President Mkapa made the remarks in Masasi District 
last might at a recepuon held by Masasi District to 
congratulate him on his election as president of the 
United Republic of Tanzania. He said he 1s a sincere 
CCM member, who will contunue to defend and fight 
tor the CCM, but who will not treat anyone unfairly 
just because he is a member of another political party. 


President Mkapa, who returns to Dar es Salaam after 
a brief rest at his home at Masasi, rejected claims that 
his economic policies are harsh, and that he begrudges 
businessmen who want to invest. He said he does not 
welcome those who want profits by offering bribes, and 
those who seek big profits by evading taxes. 


President Mkapa stressed that his government is striving 
to support efforts to reactivate the economy, which were 
begun by the second phase government, and that his 
government can fulfill the task competently 


The president recalled that during the independence 
Struggle, the rallying call for Tanzanians was that to 
be ruled is a shame. Now, as Tanzanians who aspire 
to achieve progress our call should be reliance on 
assistance is a shame. He said we should not call for 
freedom and work, but rather freedom is work, since 
without working the nation would be dependent, a 
situation that could be counterproductive. 


Uganda 


‘Hizballah’ Islamic Group Threatens Government 


AB301]21/25595 Paris AFP in French 
1618 GMT 29 Dec 9S 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Kampala, 29 Dec (AFP) — 
An Islamic group has threatened to unseat Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni’s regime to avenge the 
death of an Islamic newspaper's editor in chief, who 
died in prison in August, THE MONITOR disciosed 
today. 


The triweekly independent newspaper, which 1s consid- 
ered to be a semiofficial newspaper, says it received 
a fax from a group calling itself the South Lebanon 
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Human Rights and International Islamic Hizballah Ac- 
livists, issuing a threat against the Ugandan authorities, 
whom they accuse of persecuting Muslims in the coun- 
try. 


The group says it intends to “oust President Yoweri 
Museveni, and to Carry out suicide attacks on ruling 
National Resistance Movement officials in retaliation 
against the death of Musa Nyjuki, editor in chief of 
ASSALAM, as well as other wrongdoings against the 
Ugandan Muslim community.’ 


The Hizballah refer to Musa Nyuki as “our employee.” 
He was arrested by the police on 25 August, and later 
transferred to a Kampala clinic, where he died two days 
later. The Hizbailah are also denanding the immediate 
release of Haruna Kanaabi and that of ‘nore than 25 
other Islamic activists of the Tablig sect. 


The Hizballah say their activists were arrested during 
prayers in a mos but did not give the date of 
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the alleged arrests. Haruna Kanaabi, editor in chief of 
another Islamic newspaper, SHARIAT, was arrested on 
the same day as Musa Nyjuki. Following an article he 
published which was critical of President Museveni, he 
was accused of sediuon and publicavon of false reports. 
A court sentenced him to five months in prison, and 
ordered him to pay a fine of $1,200. However, he was 
released quietly on Wednesday after just eight days in 
prison. There were no indications as to whether the 
release was linked to the Hizballah threats. 


Bob Ngobi, a police spokesman, said that the police are 
taking the threats sennously. The CRUSADER, a weekly, 
disclosed tovay that security measures have been ught- 
ened around President Museveni's official residence, 
and around the presidential offices in Kampala. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissernination 
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The Gambia 


Correspondent Views Life Under Military Rule 


AB2712210095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 27 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program hosted by Chris 
Bickerton j 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] For some time, there have 
been conflicting accounts of what life is like under 
the military regime of Captain Yahya Jammeh in The 
Gambia. Some say it is much better than in the old 
days of President Jawara, who was ousted in July last 
year. Others say it is hellish with constant harassment, 
persecution, and a virtual reign of terror by soldiers. 
Sull others have nothing but praise for the projects such 
as road and hospital building being undertaken by the 
regime. Well, my colleague, Mary Harper, has just come 
hack from The Gambia. | asked her if it was obvious 
that The Gambia was ruled by the military. 


[Begin recording} [Harper] During the few days that I 
was in Gambia, I have to say that I only saw one soldier. 
So, it isn’t a place that is packed full of soldiers — one 
of those very aggressive-looking military regimes in the 
outward sense, anyway. There were quite a few police 
checkpoints that were irritatingly placed along the roads 
to slow you down and check you, but, in fact, they 
normally just wave people through. So, on the surface, 
it looked like the friendly Gambia that used to exist. 


{Bickerton} But, you are implying that underneath that 
surface things aren't quite so good. 


{Harper} Weil, for some people, parucularly, journalists, 
human rights activists, lawyers — people who do speak 
out against the military government of whom there don’t 
seem very many remaining in The Gambia — they have 
got quite a hard time. There are broadcasts on the radio 
directly threatening certain journalists, people are prc cu 
up, soldiers are sent round to people's houses to warn 
them that they better tone down. So people who do 
speak out do get these rather unpleasant threats against 
them. 


[Bickerton] But, is there anything really to speak out 
against or are they just being troublemakers as the 
military regime might think of them? 


{Harper} Given that the soldiers took power in an 
illegitimate manner, it does seem that there is a reason 
for people to speak out against them, and also the way 
in which they have conducted some oj their operations 
— the way they have picked people up for no parucular 
reason. But, there are a lot of Gambians who say that 
they are quite pleased that the military have taken 
power, because they need the military to investigate the 
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corruptions of the former government and to bring this 
all out into the open. 


[Bickerton] There are also reports of the military regime 
doing good things like bui!ding roads, and hospitals, and 
stuff like that. Did you ser: any evidence of that? 


{Harper} Well, the military are building... [pauses] they 
are Carrying on building the roads. This scheme started 
under Jawara, they are carrying on, and the roads in 
Banjul are quite smooth these days. They are also 
building a new internationa! airport for reasons that I, 
certainly, cannot comprehend, because the international 
airport that exists already is perfectly adequate. It 1s 
more than adequate for the amount of flights that come 
in, most of them carrying tourists. And, they are also 
spending money on some rather absurd things, one otf 
which is an arch that looks like it is modeled on the 
Arc de Triomphe in Pans. It is being designed by a 
Senegalese architect, and it is cosung over $1 million, 
and it is going to be built on the main avenue — a sort 
of huge white construct with eight coiumns — and it 1s 
supposed to have museums and other things 1n i, and 
it is going to be called the July 22d Arch to celebrate 
the day that the military took over in Gambia. 


[Bickerton] Where is he getting all his money trom’ 


{Harner] Now that the Western governments have actu- 
ally stopped supplying most aid to the government, they 
are getting most of their money from Taiwan, which 
the Gambian Government recognized in July this year, 
which enraged the Chinese, obviously, and the Chinese 
pulled out of Gamma, [and] stopped contributing to any 
kind of project. But, that is where most of the money 1s 
coming from — it is from Taiwan. They are also trends 
with Libya, but most of the assistance from Libya 1s in 
the form technical assistance rather than money 


[Bickerton] And you mentioned tourists. Are they 
beginning to flood back 1ucto The Gambia’ 


[Harper] They are. The hotel managers that | spoke 
to said that things aren't as good as they used be, 
but they're slowly improving. A number of flights are 
coming in a weck from Britain, and also from the 
Benelux countries, and from Scandinavia. And certainly 
on the streets of Sanyul and all over the beaches, they 
are quite smothered with white bodies trying to get a 
suntan this Christmas. [end recording} 


Ghana 
NDC Party Official on Rawlings-Arkaah Brawl 
AB0301103596 London BBC World Sernice 
in English 1708 GM7 2 Jan 9 


{Interview with Vincent Assiseh, Natronal Democratic 
Congress press secretary in Accra, by correspondent 
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Robert White, in London; date not given — from the 
“Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A war of words is being 
waged in Ghana at the moment between President 
Rawlings and his supporters in the NDC [National 
Democratic Congress} party and his vice president, 
K. N. Arkaah. He claims that Rawlings punched him 
during a Cabinet meeting last Thursday [28 December 
1995}. Arkaah’s NCP [National Convention Party] party 
fought the last elections ir alliance with the president's 
party, but the two men have fallen out badly over the 
last year or so, and at the weekend, the Ghana Bar 
Association suggested that if Flight Lieutenant Rawlings 
had assaulted his deputy, it might be ground for his 
being removed from office. On the line to Accra, Robert 
White spoke to the NDC’s press secretary, Vincent 
Assiseh, and he asked him what he made of that 
sug tesuion: 


[Begin recording} [Assiseh}] Well, | think the Ghana 
Bar Association has one more time demonstrated its 
avowed hostility to the NDC in the most opportunistic 
and hypocritical manner imaginable. 


{White} Whatever the truth of this incident, has not the 
president shown himself in a rather poor light? 


[Assiseh] I do not think so. As far as | am concerned, 
that is not the issue. The issue has to do with the 
constitution. A situation in which the vice president has 
been attacking the president, criucizing him, challenging 
hin and taunting him persistently, and where he has 
shown no scruples whatsoever, refusing to step down, 
even though he has manifestly placed himself as a 
dissident, and wanting to remain in Cabinet, even 
though he has very openly defiled and degraded that 
hody, I think that it 1s the vice president who ha 
questions to answer. 


[White] But if a president raises his fist and hits his vice 
president, you know, does not he have a case to answer? 


{Assiseh] These are allegations tat are not yet proven. 


[White] But a lot of people were there to witness what 
happened 
[Assiseh] We do not place much store on what the vice 
president said. He has a penchant for lying. He has on 
several occasions shown that he is a man who cannot 
he trusted 


[White] Won't that be a good idea in the present 
circumstances if President Rawlings were to apologize’ 


[Assiseh} I do not think so. If anything at all, | think 
it is the vice president who has to advise himself that 
he cannot continue to be in the Cabinet, because he has 
not behaved properly 
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{White} | gather in fact there are moves to exclude him 
from attending any Cabinet meetings again, 1s that mght? 


[Assiseh] Well, if they were t\) do that, they will be 
right, because the issue is this: That the vice president 
has openly declared that he belong: io the opposition, 
I mean, the alliance has been broken, and the vice 
president has said ‘hat he is going to challenge the 
president in the next cicction, and there is an alliance 
between his party and the opposition partes. How can 
such a man continue to be 1a the Cabinet which ts the 
highest advisory body of the government? This ts the 
issue 


[White] Would you accept that this incident has not 
done Ghana's image much good and it has not done the 
president's image much good? 

[Assiseh] Well, | do not want to make any comment. | 
think it is for Ghanaians to judge, but the circumstances 
are such that one has to take a critical look at the conduct 
of the vice president. 


{White} That, might not, you know, overseas govern- 
ments be now rather reluctant, for instance, to lend 
money to 4 government who engages in fisticuffs at the 
Cabinet meeting? 


{Assiseh] On the contrary, the investors are Coming in, 
they are swarming in. 


[White] Do you accept that the president has rather a 
short fuse and a bad temper? 


[Assiseh] I do not agree. 

[White] You have never seen him lose his temper’ 
[Assiseh] Never. 

[White] Have you ever seen him hit anybody yourself’ 
[Assiseh] Never. 


[White] Do you think he is a kind of person who 1s 
likely to lose his temper and hit somebody’ 


{Assiseh]} He is a very amiable person, that much I know 
about him. 


[White] So, how do think ths whole matter is going to 
he resolved” 


[Assiseh] | think the only thing that can be done is for 
Arkaah to resign. At least, he should stay away from 
Cabinet. He has actually made himself a persona non 
grata to that august body. 


[White] And if he does turn up, what will happen? Wii! 
he be hit again’ 


[Assiseh}] Well, was he hit the first time? That 1s the 
question 
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[White] That if he came would he be hit? 


{Assiseh] I would know he was not hit the first time, | 
do not think he was hit. And if he was hit, then it will 
be in his own interest that he does not go there again. 


[White] He does have « bruise on his eye | think and a 
torn jacket. I think that is ... [pause] People have seen 
the bruise on his eye and a torn jacket? 


[Assiseh} And can’t that be attributed to any other 
caus’. ? 


[White, laughing] | do not know. You are closer than | 
am, Mr. Assiseh. 


[Assiseh] Well, this is what we are saying that we do 
not place much store on the vice president's allegations. 
[end recording} 


Rawlings Says Revolution To ‘Never Cease’ 


AB3012170795 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Rawlings, said the revolution will never cease 
because there will always be ordinary men and women 
determined to defend its principles. He made the state- 
ment in an address to officers and men of the security 
agencies at the El] Wak stadium. Teye Kitcher reporis. 


{Begin Kitcher recording] The ceremony at the El 
Wak stadium was the final event after members of 
the security agencies and voluntary organizations had 
undertaken a route march and a wreath-laying ceremony 
to commemorate the 14th anniversary of the 3lst 
December revolution. The president told the gathering 
that the international esteem Ghana enjoys today and the 
economic opportunities in the country are a vindication 
of the revolution. No amount of distortion can therefore 
take away the central role the 31st December revolution 
has come to occupy in the history of the nation. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Liberia 


Update on ECOMOG-ULIMO Tubmanburg 
Clashes 


AB0301102696 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] There is no immediate end in 
sight to the fighting around the town of Tubmanburg in 
Libera. The clashes are between the West African force, 
ECOMOG, [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-fire Monitoring Group] and elements of the 
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ULIMO [United Liberation Movement tor Democracy 
in Liberia} militia. Citizens in the capital, Monrovia, are 
now getting increasingly anxious of the effects this ts 
having on the peace process, as Budu Kaiser reports 


{Begin Kaiser recording] Aid workers who have been in 
radio contact with Tubmanburg said fighting continued 
throughout yesterday. They said the rebels were stil! 
holding out in one section of the town within the 
vicinity of the only hospital in the area. At least 3,500 
people have been uprooted by this figh ag and were 
now seeking refuge at (he highway village of Clay 
without food and water. According to a local charity 
— the Concerned Chrisuan Community — rebel leader 
Johnson easily turned down a request to facilitate the 
withdrawal of some 150 peacekeeping soldiers in he 
northwestern town of Bong Mines controlled by his 
forces. He said he would not allow the peacekeepers 
to withdraw until a negotiation was reached to stop the 
fighting in Tubmanburg. 


Civil and student organizations have criticized the 
rebels’ attack on the African peacekeeping force, de 
scribing it as a disgrace and embarrassment for Liberia 
as that (?remains) a setback for the disarming of rebel 
fighters due in some two weeks’ time. One group has 
called for Johnson's expulsion from the government 
and that he be prosecuted, but this is highly unlikely 
Johnson is a key signatory to the August peace accord 
which brought the transitional government to power. 
fend recording] 


Security in Northwestern Area Breaks Down Again 


ABO0201184596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 2 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The security situation in north: 
western Liberia has broken down again just hours af- 
ter it seemed that the fighting in Tubmanburg between 
Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia-J} faction and the west 
African ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peace- 
keepers had come to an end. Our Monrovia correspon- 
dent Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


Miliary sources here said the fighting flared up again 
last night and that 1t was continuing today with heavy 
exchanges of fire reported near Tubmanburg city center 
They also confirmed that the peacekeepers have halted 
any further movement of civilians toward the capital 
Monrovia to prevent further congestion in the city which 
already hosts around | million Liberian war victims 
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The main highway linking the capital to western Liberia 
remains closed. The relief vehicles have resumed opera- 
tions in the Clay area aimed at catering for the hundreds 
of civilians displaced by the fighting in Tubmanburg, 
who are now facing shortages of food and medicine. 
The closure of the highway has caused the shortage of 
essenual produce in the capital as well. 


Meanwhile, it remains difficult to verify reports of 
military gains by both the peacekeepers and ULIMO 
rebels supporting Roosevelt Johnson, since reporters 
are not allowed into western Liberia. Johnson claimed 
today that his men were in full control of the city of 
Tubmanburg adding that ECOMOG is shelling the city 
from the highway and is indiscriminately killing people. 
There has been no word yet from the peacekeeping force 
about Johnson's claims. 


Johnson added that he has rejected the peacekeeping 
forces’ request to facilitate the withdrawal of ECOMOG 
troops from the ULIMO-controlled northern city of 
Bong Mine. ECOMOG sources said the negotiations 
were necessary to safeguard 125 peacekeeping troops 
who are on duty there. 


Disagreement Reported Between Government, 
Media 


FEA0101185696 Nairobi KNA in English 
1405 GMT | Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Liberia, | Jan 
(KNA/PANA) — A rift is developing between Liberia's 
Ministry of Information.and the Press Union of Liberia, 
PUL, over who should accredit journalists in the coun- 
try. The rift started [on] Wednesday [27 December] 
when Information Minister Victoria Reffell and a union 
nominee in the Liberia National Transitional Govern- 
ment announced that only the ministry wil! accredit 
journalists in the country. She then gave 10 days to 
journalists to register with the ministry or risk being 
harred from covering public functions. 


PUL on the same day issued a statement describing 
the action as press censorship and a contravention of a 
memorandum of understanding signed by the ministry 
and the press union in 1992. 


But speaking at a press conference hosted by coun- 
ciller Charles Taylor [on] Thursday, Reffell said the 
ministry's decision was irrevocable, prompting the press 
union to convene an emergency meeting. It was at the 
meeting attended by both the public and private media 
that the decision to boycott the coverage of government 
activities should the Information Ministry carry out its 
threat was reached. The press union said, however, that 
allowing the decision to go uncontested would allow a 
loss in current efforts to create a free press in Liberia. 
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Observers saw the ministry's move as an allempt to 
Creale growing control over sensitive insutulions in 
Liberia. 


Mali 


President Konare Delivers New Year Address 


AB0201103996 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1300 GMT 1 Jan 96 


[New Year's address by President Alpha Oumar Konare 
in Bamako; date not given — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} So many ordeals were over- 
come this year, Oh God, thanks to your will! We all 
think of our beloved brothers who passed away and pray 
that their souls rest in peace. We give you thanks God 
for permitting us to continue to pay tribute to them. 


Dear compatriots, my country today enjoys outside our 
border a neat reputation that nobody can deny on the 
pretext that domestic problems are sull unresolved. 
Without the control that we have on our expenditures 
and our increased revenues, no economic recovery 1s 
possible and no distribution can be made because there 
are no resources. The daily and often serious problems 
with which many of us are confronted will not be 
resolved. The relative good results hailed by our partners 
are, no doubt, the fruit of improved management by 
the government, but they are also the expression of 
the sacrifices made by our people. The confidence 
demonstrated to us by our partners is an appeal to 
continue our efforts and good management. Any slack 
will destroy the present gains and will impose more 
considerable sacrifices tomorrow. I hope that the fact 
that elections are near will not lead to abuses. In any 
event, in consultations, openness, and a responsible 
spirit, the government will continue to spend less and 
well. It will also continue to increase revenues, to ensure 
an equitable distribution of the resources by taking into 
account the priorities adopted, namely education, health, 
security, and employment for the youth. Finally, it will 
also create the conditions for economic recovery. 


Dear compatriots, education remains our top priority. 
We should through research and programs of actions, 
create a new education system completely different from 
the current one. The new system 1s the one that will take 
into account our culture, environment, and will give to 
a large number of children the opportunity to learn how 
to read, write, and count. [passage omitted] 


One should be convinced that such a fundamental re- 
form will disrupt many habits and interests. Its imple- 
mentation will demand time, a lot of exchange of views, 
and more consultation. But we must start today and 
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without delay. To facilitate the task, we call on high 
school and university students to return to class, while 
resolving their problems within the framework of con- 
sultauons among school partners and in a spirit of na- 
tional solidarity. 


Dear compatriots, our second concern today is how to 
reinforce peace in the northern part of our country. This 
peace can be achieved thanks to national mediation, 
the patriouc commitment of the Army and security 
forces, the Unified Movements and Fronts of Azaouad 
as well as the Gandakoye Patriouc Movement. It is 
important today that no abuses come and disrupt the 
process for integration and recruitment of the fighters 
into the Army and security forces. It is important that 
a concrete solidarity be demonstrated in the affected 
northern regions, and particularly, toward the refugees 
who have returned home. 


A united and plural Mali, managing its differences, is 
a democratic demand. It is in line with our received 
heritage, the key to our future. This future, my dear 
compatriots, will be serene and we are resolutely 
engaged in the rehabilitation and modernization of 
our administrative apparatus, a sound and independent 
justice, an administration that cares about the daily 
needs of the people and is accountable to the people. 
Sound state management will depend on the success of 
our decentralization program — a shared, progressive, 
and overall decentralization. 


The corollary of this decentralization is regional integra- 
tion. Our country cannot afford the luxury of isolation. 
[passage omitted] 


We want a complementary and interdependent integra- 
tion and not a union of outward-looking economies for 
the benefit of foreign interests, and much less a union 
of horse riders and horses, in other words a union of 
privileged ties to their products and markets. [passage 
omitted} 


My dear compatriots, we shall make the year 1996 a new 
year by persevering in our efforts, in good management, 
consolidating our social peace, which is so dear and 
necessary to our young and tender democracy, and 
so indispensable to every developmental action. We 
shall reinforce it particularly so that all persuasions 
can express their views equitably through the state 
media so that upcoming elections will be free and fair 
under the conduct of an Independent National Electoral 
Commission. 


My dear compatriots, for us, the democratic struggle 
knows no boundaries. We shall show solidarity with all 
those who are fighting for the defense of human rights 
and the establishment of the rule of law. We wish peace 
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to our friends and sisters of Bosnia, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Liberia, Angola, and Palestine. May the stupid war over 
land between Yemen and Eritrea cease. 


On the eve of the new year, we have a deep and 
affectionate thought for all our friends, the numerous 
friends of Mali throughout the world who suffer with 
us, for us, and struggling with us. [passage omitted] 


My dear compatriots, happy New Year! Thank You! 
Niger 


French Minister on Economic, internal Problems 


AB2812171095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 28 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The French cooperation minister 
continues his visit to our country. At a news conference 
held in Niamey this morning, Jacques Godfrain touched 
on several issues including French-Niger cooperation, 
the Tuareg rebellion, France's economic and financial 
support to our country, and negotiations between Niger 
and the Bretton Woods instituuons. In this regard, 
Minister Jacques Godfrain commended Niger's major 
effort in the economic field: 


[Begin Godfrain recording] Niger has made a hig effort 
in the management of its accounts and economy. It 1s 
natural for France to be the spokesperson, the lawyer 
— so to speak — of African countries vis-a-vis the 
international financial authorities. In return, we ask 
African countries — often with success — to apply 
the policy of economic rigor which the international 
monetary authorities like the IMF have recommended. 
In Niger's case, this is a current issue because we are 
going to send a mission in early January to find out 
Niger's exact treasury needs. It is the period in the year 
when receipts are traditionally rather low. It is also the 
time of the year when some public expenses are higher 
than others, particularly student scholarships. 


As soon as this mission has made its evaluation jointly 
with the Niger financial authorities, we will start an ac- 
celerated procedure with the IMF to enable the inter- 
national financial authorities to intervene so that this 
country can solve its current public financial problems. 
I will also add that we are going to intervene by find- 
ing . solution to the treasury problems in the country’s 
banks. 


Regarding another problem that 1s of concern to Niger 
and France — the domestic problem in the north 
— I have found the Niger authorities’ speeches and 
conversations very serene. Their pronouncements are 
very serene. | have not heard any words that show 
vindictiveness. This makes me view the future with 
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some optimism. The discussions we held with the parties 
and figures in the mediation also make me hope that 
a solution will be found in the coming months. [end 
recording} 


Nigeria 
Newspaper Owned by Abiola’s Family Reappears 


AB0201220396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 2 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian daily newspaper 
CONCORD has appeared on newsstands for the first 
time in more than 18 months. The paper is owned by the 
family of the jailed opposition leader Moshood Abiola. 
He was widely believed to have won presidential 
elections in 1993, which were annulled by the military. 
It was closed down by the military auth vrities in June 
1994 at about the time that Chief Abiola declared 
himself president. 


Government Releases Four Labor Leaders From 
Jail 


AB0201192796 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
released four former labor leaders detained in the wake 
of the last year crisis in the country. A statement by the 
minister of labor and productivity in Jos, gave the names 
of those released as Mr. (Agamene), former president 
of the National Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Workers, NUPENG, and Messrs (Ilerega), (Ado), and 
(Aldumumun), all o1 the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association of Nigeria, PENGASSAN. 
Those released were arrested in 1994 following the 
strike called by NUPENG and PENGASSAN. It will 
be recalled that the federal government sacked the 
leadership of the two unions, including that of the 
Nigerian Labor Congress in 1994 after declaring their 
strike illegal. 


Released Activist Pushed Off Moving Vehicle 


AB0301 134296 Paris AFP in English 
1134 GMT 3 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 3 Jan (AFP) — A 
top Nigerian human rights activist, Sylvester Odion- 
Akhaine, narrowly escaped death when unidentified 
people pushed him off a lorry soon after he was freed 
from jail, THE GUARDIAN daily said Wednesday (3 
January). 

Odion-Akhaine, secretary-general of the Campaign for 
Democracy (CD), told the paper that he was shoved off 
the moving lorry as he was on his way to Lagos on 
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Monday, following his release at the weekend after a 
year in prison. His face was disfigured with bruises and 
swelling around his left eye and he sustained deep cuts 
on his legs and arms, the independent newspaper said 
in its report. 


Odion-Akhaine had boarded the lorry on his journey 
back to Nigeria's economic capital after leaving the jail 
in Kebbi, capital of north-western Kebbi State. He said 
those who pushed him must have been trailing him since 
he stepped out of the prison. They sat by his side on the 
vehicle and spoke in low voices in a language which he 
did not understand. 


At a village before Makera in northern Kaduna State, 
“they made an attempt to push me off and...1 made a 
kind of sportive jump, landed first on a foot before I fell 
on my face". His left eye was closed by the bruising, a 
picture published by the paper showed. 


After he was pushed off the lorry, the vehicle reversed 
and its occupants, who pretended not to know what has 
happened to him, tried to convince him to get back on 
board, he added. When he refused, they threw off his 
luggage and gave him back his money, said the human 
rights activist, a former official of the University of 
Lagos Students’ Union. 


The CD, a coalition of human rights groups, is in the 
forefront of opposition to the military junta of General 
Sani Abacha and is pressing for the restoration of 
elected civilian rule in Nigeria. 


Minister Announces Local Elections in 1996 


AB0201222396 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The minister of information 
and culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, says the transition 
program is on course and has called on Nigerians to 
rally round the government this year in the country’s 
march to democracy. Speaking to NTA News in Abuja, 
the information minister described those working to 
shatter the transition program as people who have turned 
politics into a commercial venture. Correspondent Garba 
Abubakar reports: 


{Begin recording] [Abubakar] Dr. Walter Ofonagoro 
says the first phase of the transition program has already 
been executed with the setting up of the National 
Electoral Commission of Nigeria, NECON, and the 
Transition Implementation Committee as well as four 
other committees. 


[Ofonagoro] I see 1996 as a year of implementation of 
democracy. The foundation has been laid in 1995 with 
the Constitution in place, with the transition government 
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in place, with supervisory bodies of the democratic 
transition, all in place. 


[Abubakar] He described NADECO [National Demo- 
cratic Coalition] and other persons that see nothing good 
in the government's transition program as enemies of 
democracy who play (word indistinct] and hard cur- 
rency from their international sponsors. 


{Ofonagoro] They have no following, but they go 
around trying to tell the world that they are the voice of 
democracy, that they are the voice of [word indistinct]. 
They are not, they are fakes. They are frauds, they are 
impostors. The real politicians in the country are busy 
putting together the necessary infrastructures that will 
enable them (?to attain) registration and fill candidacies 
in the forthcoming elections. It is a very, very serious 
matter. 


[Abubakar] The information and culture minister said 
between now and the end of March, the local govern- 
ment elections will be held on non-party basis, while 
states and local governments will be created by the end 
of the first half of the year. Registration of political 
parties, delineation of constituencies, and production of 
authentic voters’ registers are scheduled from July to 
September, while in the last quarter of the year, local 
government elections on party basis are to be held. The 
information and culture minister thanked Nigerians for 
(supporting) the government through 1995 and asked 
them to keep the spirit in the year ahead. [end record- 
ing] 


Army Chief Confirms 3 Soldiers Killed in Liberia 


AB030/ 103096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 3 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The director of defense infor- 
mation, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, has attributed 
the delay in the implementation of welfare programs for 
members of the Armed Forces to lack of funds. He was 
speaking yesterday at his weekly news briefing with de- 
fense correspondents. Musa Ali was there: 


[Begin Ali recording] Brig. Gen. Chijuka said the mea- 
sure included car refurbishing loan, hardship, uniform, 
transport, and health allowances. Gen. Chijuka, how- 
ever, stated that only a few officers from colonel and 
below had been able to receive the car refurbishing loan. 
He explained that since some of the drugs needed for the 
treatment of soldiers were not available in hospital, gov- 
ernment had to supplement with the health allowance. 


Gen. Chijuka confirmed that three Nigerian soldiers 
were among the seven that were killed during last 
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week's clash with a faction of the ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] front 
in Liberia. He stated that their identity could not be 
disclosed now because their next of kin had to be 
informed. 


Brig. Gen. Chijuka asked journalists to help educate 
the public about government's stand on the forthcoming 
African Cup of Nations competition from which Nigeria 
had withdrawn. He said that the life of the players was 
of paramount importance to the country than the cup 
they are defending. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Attack on Senehun Leaves Twenty-Six Dead 


AB3012143295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] All this week, RUF [Rev- 
Olutionary United Front] rebels have reportediy been 
launching attacks in the south of Sierra Leone. Vil- 
lages .»d convoys have been hit. Thousands of people 
have been displaced and have been arriving in Bo, from 
where Richard Magau of the SIERRA LEONE NEWS 
AGENCY telexed us this report: 


The latest rebel attack was launched yesterday at 
Senehun about 10 miles from Taiama, where colossal 
damage was reported to have been done on houses and 
other properties. Eye witnesses told me this morning that 
26 people, including children, were killed in the attack. 
Several houses belonging to prominent citizens of the 
area, including the compounds of a former minister of 
transport and communications in the defunct APC [AIll- 
People’s Congress} government were burned down. At 
least one vehicle that was heading for Bo with food 
and other items was looted by the RUF rebels and set 
on fire, while bags of rice taken from this agricultural 
town were seen beiny ‘owed away by the rebels. 


Civilians who arrived here in Bo yesterday evening 
spoke of seeing dead bodies strewn around several areas 
of Senehun. Vehicics travelling from Bo to areas beyond 
Taiama were prevented from making the journey in 
order to allow government troops to do battle with the 
insurgents. The fighting went on for several hours before 
government soldiers finally took control of the town. 
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